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OBITUARY 

I t i s w i t h a f e e l i n g o f g r e a t l o s s t ha t I must 
r e co rd the sudden death i n London, on October 2nd 
1980, o f the S o c i e t y ' s immediate p a s t p r e s i d e n t 
OTTO AARON GLQGAU. Mr Glogau was r e t u r n i n g home 
a f t e r a t t e n d i n g the Seventh World Conference on 
Ear thquake E n g i n e e r i n g (WCEE) he l d i n I s t a n b u l , 
Turkey," i n e a r l y September. 

Otto was born i n V ienna i n 1921 and completed a 
BSc degree a t London U n i v e r s i t y i n 1940 and a 
D ip.CE a t the Henry L e s t e r I n s t i t u t e , Shangha i i n 
1943. He was i n t e r n e d i n China by the Japanese 
from 1943-45 d u r i n g the Second Wor ld War before 
coming to New Zea land. 

Mr Glogau began h i s ca ree r as a s t r u c t u r a l eng i nee r 
i n a p r i v a t e consu l t i n g f i r m be fo re j o i n i n g the 
M i n i s t r y o f Works i n 1952. With MOW col leagues he 
p re sen ted a paper on New Zealand m u l t i - s t o r e y s t a t e 
b u i l d i n g des i gn a t the T h i r d WCEE he ld i n New 
Zealand i n 1965. 

He was promoted to the p o s i t i o n o f C h i e f S t r u c t u r a l 
Engi neer i n 1966 and was r e s p o n s i b l e f o r the 
management o f a l 1 s t r u c t u r a l de s i gn work a s s o c i a t e d 
w i t h the c o n s t r u c t i on and des i gn o f government 
b u i l d i n g s . 

Otto has been c l o s e l y a s s o c i a t e d w i t h the S o c i e t y 
s i n c e i t s i n a u g u r a t i o n , hav ing a t tended the 
i n a u g u r a l meeting he l d i n A p r i 1 1968 and sub sequen t ­
l y he was e l e c t e d to the Management Committee a t 
the f i r s t Annual General Meet ing o f the S o c i e t y i n 
March 1969. He was appo in ted a D i r e c t o r o f the 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l A s s o c i a t i o n f o r Ear thquake E n g i n e e r i n g 
( I AEE ) a t the Fourth WCEE he ld i n C h i l e i n January 
1969. 

Ot to convened a s t e e r i n g commi t t e e , s e t up by the 
S o c i e t y , to i n v e s t i g a t e and r e p o r t on the i n c i dence 
o f h i g h r i s k earthquake b u i I d i n g s . T h i s r e s u l t e d 
i n a d r a f t code o f p r a c t i c e be ing produced i n 1972 
and cu lm ina ted i n the Seminar on H igh Earthquake 
R i s k B u i I d i n g s h e l d i n Wei 1 i n g ton i n October 1973. 

When i n May 1973 the S o c i e t y and the New Zealand 
N a t i o n a l Commi t t ee on Earthquake E n g i n e e r i n g merged 
he was appoi nted to the s t e e r i ng commi t tee s e t up 
to produce new r u l e s f o r a d o p t i o n . 

Ot to a t tended the F i f t h WCEE i n Rome d u r i n g June 
1973 as an IAEE di r e c t o r , and p re sented a paper on 
the de s i gn o f the Beeh ive (New Z e a l a n d ' s Pa r i i ament 
B u i l d i n g ) . I n 1974 he was appo in ted to the s u b ­
committee r e s p o n s i b l e f o r s e l e c t i n g papers f o r the 
1975 Second South P a c i f i c Conference on Earthquake 
Eng i neer i ng o r g a n i s e d by the S o c i e t y . He was 
appo i n ted Chai rman of a group dea l i ng w i t h eng i neer ­
i n g a s p e c t s a t the P a r i s IAEE Conference i n 1976 and 
he was appo in ted one o f the S o c i e t y ' s de l ega te s to 
the S i x t h WCEE he ld i n De lh i i n 1977. 

Ot to s e r v e d c o n t i n u o u s l y on the Management Committee 
and a f t e r the June 1977 Annual General Meeti ng he 
was e l e c t e d P r e s i d e n t . Dur ing h i s two y e a r s as 
P r e s i d e n t , oppor tun i t i es and f a c i l i t i e s f o r member­
s h i p , educa t i on and p a r t i c i p a t i o n con t i nued and 
i n c l u d e d the S o c i e t y ' s d i s c u s s i o n g roups on d u c t i l e 
moment r e s i s t i n g r e i n f o r c e d c o n c r e t e . f r a m e s , 
r e i n f o r c e d conc re te w a l l s and diaphragms and s e i s m i c 
d e s i g n o f b r i d g e s . H i s p e r i o d as P r e s i d e n t conc luded 
w i t h the Annual General Meeti ng f o l l o w i n g the T h i r d 
South P a c i f i c Conference o f May 1979, the o r g a n i s i n g 
committee o f which he chai red . 

A t the NZIE Conference he ld i n Dunedin e a r l y t h i s 
y e a r , Mr Glogau was p resented w i th the I n s t i t u t i o n 1 s 

F r e y s s i n e t Award f o r h i s paper ' S e p a r a t i o n o f Non-
S t r u c t u r a l Components i n Bui 1 d i n g s ' . 

Otto was al so h i gh l y i n v o l ved w i th the e s t a b l i s h ­
ment and c on t r o l o f des i gn s t anda rd s and t h i s work 
he lped form the b a s i s o f New Zealand s t anda rd 
s p e c i f i c a t i o n s and b u i l d i n g by laws . I n p a r t i c u l a r 
he cha i r ed the S tanda rd s A s s o c i a t i o n Load ings 
Committee which fo rmulated the Code o f P r a c t i c e f o r 
the Des i gn Load ing s f o r B u i l d i n g s (NZS4203) . 

Otto G l o g a u ' s c o n t r i b u t i o n to s o c i e t y , the 
p r o f e s s i o n and the Ear thquake S o c i e t y wi 11 not be 
f o r g o t t e n e a s i l y and i t i s a g r e a t p i t y t h a t t h i s 
c o n t r i b u t i o n has ended so a b r u p t l y . 

Our condolences go to h i s w i fe Pamela, and t h e i r 
c h i I d r e n . 

L.M.M. 

SUBSCRIPTIONS 1980 

Over the l a s t few y e a r s the l e ve l o f a c t i v i t y 
w i t h i n the S o c i e t y has been i n c r e a s e d dramat ica l l y 
and t h i s has proved to be c o s t l y , i n f i n a n c i a l 
te rms, even though i t has b e n e f i t t e d many members. 
Cos t s o f p r i n t i n g the B u l l e t i n have cont inued to 
e s c a l a t e y e t i t i s now r e c o g n i s e d as such a q u a l i t y 
t echn i ca l magazine t ha t there i s a n a tu r a l r e l u c t -
ance to reduce i t s con ten t and s i z e ; and , o f 
c o u r s e , wi th po s ta l charges s o a r i n g and desp i te our 
be ing ab le to take advantage o f a c once s s i ona l r a te 
t h i s p a r t o f the t o t a l B u i l e t i n c o s t has a l s o r i s e n 
markedly. A d m i n i s t r a t i o n c o s t s , d e s p i t e a c t i o n to 
ho ld or reduce hours i n v o l v e d , have been a f f e c t e d 
by i n f l a t i o n . 

I n the l a s t y e a r the I n s t i t u t i o n o f Eng i nee r s has 
found i t nece s s a r y to rev iew the c o s t o f the a s s i s t ­
ance i t g i ves to i t s t e chn i c a l g r oup s . Th i s 
i n c l u d e s the maintenance o f membership r e c o r d s , 
s end i ng out s u b s c r i p t i o n n o t i c e s and r e co rd i n g t h e i r 
r e c e i p t and maintenance o f reco rds o f to ta l r e c e i p t s 
and payments. The I n s t i t u t i o n has found i t 
nece s sa r y to i n t r o d u c e a charge s i n c e 1 January 1980 
and t h i s c o s t the S o c i e t y $612 i n t h i s f i n a n c i a l 
y e a r . I n addi t i o n , the I n s t i t u t i o n had p r e v i o u s l y 
s u b s i d i s e d the c o s t o f ou r - o f - t own t r ave l to 
Management Commi t tee meetings and t h i s has been 
wi thdrawn. 

Despi te a s u b s t a n t i a l i n c r e a s e i n the g r a n t from 
the Earthquake and War Damage Commiss ion, payments 
have con t i nued to exceed r e c e i p t s . S u b s t a n t i a l 
a c t i o n has a l r e ady been taken i n an attempt to 
c o r r e c t t h i s imbalance and more de ta i 1 wi11 be g i ven 
i n the Annual Repor t . I n the meantime, the 
Committee has deemed i t nece s sa r y to i n c r e a s e 
s u b s c r i p t i o n s from $17 to $25, those f o r s t uden t s 
from $6 to $10 and f o r co rpo ra te members from $30 
to $40. Th i s a c t i o n , together w i t h an i n c r e a s e i n 
the p r i c e charged to non-members f o r s u b s c r i p t i o n 
to the B u i l e t i n , i s e s t imated to i n c r e a s e r e c e i p t s 
by approx imate ly $5000, the amount o f the d e f i c i t 
i n t h i s 1979/80 y e a r . The committee t r u s t s t ha t 
members wi11 r e ga rd t h i s as a r e s p o n s i b l e and 
s uppo r t ab l e a c t i o n . 


